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least numerous of the thirteen original states, such state
shall be admitted by its delegates into the Congress of the
United States, on an equal footing with the said original
states; provided the consent of so many states in Congress
is first obtained as may at the time be competent to such
admission. And in order to adapt the said articles of con-
federation to the state of Congress when its numbers shall
be thus increased, it shall be proposed to the legislatures of
the states, originally parties thereto, to require the assent of
two-thirds of the United States in Congress assembled, in
all those cases wherein by the said articles, the assent of
nine states is now required, which being agreed to by them,
shall be binding on the new states. Until such admission
by their delegates into Congress, any of the said states
after the establishment -of their temporary government
shall have authority to keep a member in Congress, with a
right of debating but not of voting.

That measures not inconsistent with the principles of the
confederation, and necessary for the preservation of peace
and good order among the settlers in any of the said new
states, until they shall assume a temporary government as
aforesaid, may, from time to time, be taken by the United
States in Congress assembled.

That the preceding articles shall be formed into a charter
of compact; shall be duly executed by the president of the
United States in Congress assembled, under his hand, and
the seal of the United States; shall be promulgated; and
shall stand as fundamental constitutions between the thir-
teen original states, and each of the several states now
newly described, unalterable from and after the sale of any
part of the territory of such state, pursuant to this resolve,
but by the joint consent of the United States in Congress
assembled, and of the particular state within which such
alteration is proposed to be made.

ORDINANCE OF 1787.

There are many copies extant. Probably the most accu-
rate as well as the most easily obtained, is in Federal and
State Constitutions, etc. (Wash., 1877), i., 429-432.



